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OUT-OF-HOME CARE SERVICES 
Statement by Minister for Community Services 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Community Services) [9.17 am]: I rise to update the house on 
the important work that the McGowan government is doing to create better outcomes for vulnerable children in 
our state. The Department of Communities is responsible for the delivery of out-of-home care services through 
direct service delivery and via contract and grant agreements to community service organisations. Out-of-home care 
provides children with stable and nurturing care, enabling them to heal from trauma and supporting them to develop 
and maintain long-lasting relationships with their family, carers and other significant people. 

Over the past 10 years, there have been significant changes in the out-of-home care system, including population 
growth and increasingly complex behaviour of children entering care. Reform was required to reset models of care, 
funding arrangements and to align WA with national frameworks and Closing the Gap targets. 

The out-of-home care commissioning project is focused on the best interests of the child; is coordinated, flexible and 
innovative, will deliver quality services accountable to high quality standards, and is sustainable. This work has included 
an extensive consultation program with community sector organisations and Aboriginal community–controlled 
organisations to inform the procurement process. The aim is to facilitate and increase the number of ACCOs 
delivering out-of-home care services to meet the needs of Aboriginal children and young people, whom we know 
are overrepresented in the child protection system. An expression of interest for ACCOs was released to encourage 
them to provide care arrangements and supports to children and their families. Registrations of interest were received 
from 43 ACCOs.  

I am happy to announce the request for tender for out-of-home care services will be released today, and will close 
on 11 August 2022. This is a key milestone in our commitment to closing the gap for cultural safety. To further 
support Aboriginal community–controlled organisations to build capacity to deliver out-of-home care services, the 
Department of Communities is offering one-off $25 000 grants. 

Make no mistake, the previous Liberal–National government’s priority was on permanency and legislating time 
frames for children in care. Since coming to government, our focus has been on keeping children safe and maintaining 
their connections to family and culture through early intervention, cultural support and prioritising contracts to ACCOs. 
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